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1 PACE-NET Plus is a consortium of 16 partners: Institut de Recherche pour le Développement, The association of Commonwealth Universities, the Australian 

National University, CNRT Nickel and its Environment, Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation, Institut Louis Malardé, Sociedade Portuguesa de 
Inovaçao, Landcare Research New Zealand, the United-Nations Organisation of Industrial Development, the University of the South Pacific, Montroix Mtp, the 
National University of Samoa, Secretariat of the Pacific Community, the University of Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu Cultural centre, the Leibniz-Zentrum für Marine 
Tropenökologie. 
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Afamasaga-Fuata'I, Karoline 
 
Professor of Mathematics & Mathematics Education 
National University of Samoa 
Dep. Mathematics & Statistics 

 
Professional profile:  
Founding Professor of Mathematics and Mathematics Education at the 
National University of Samoa, researcher and consultant in the areas of 
numeracy, mathematics teacher education, student achievement, 
numeracy and mathematics curriculum development and mathematics 
education at all levels. 
 

Contact: k.fuatai@nus.edu.ws 

Allen, Kristiann  
 
Chief of Staff 
Office of the Prime Minister's Chief Science Advisor 

 
 
Professional profile:  
http://www.pmcsa.org.nz/kristiann-allen-chief-of-staff/ 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: kristiann.allen@pmcsa.org.nz 
 
Amosa, Patila 
 
National University of Samoa 
Science Lecturer/Researcher (Chemical 
Oceanographer) 
 
Professional profile:  
Recently rejoined the Faculty of Science after completing PhD research 
on chemical oceanography, studying the dissolution of biogenic 
carbonates as a function of the saturation state of seawater. Other 
research interests include chemical and microbiological quality of water 
resources, marine biogeochemistry particularly on the effects of changing 
ocean chemistry on the marine biota and overarching effects of human 
activities on marine resources. 
 
 

Contact: p.amosa@nus.edu.ws 

Auguin, Olivier 
 
Secretariat of the Pacific community 
Strategy and planning adviser 
 
 
Professional profile: 

Specialized in the organisation in clusters and in planning. 
I have worked for many years with the French government in developping 
partnerships between the private sector and the research. I started with 
SPC in 2010. With SPC, i have three main tasks : relationship with some 
of our country members, relationship with major donors and design of a 
more integrated programming approach including innovation. I have a 
tertiary degree in business and public sector developpement of territories 
and master in business management and trade. 
 

Contact: oliviera@spc.int 
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Azid, Sheikh 
 
Assistant Lecturer 
University of the South Pacific 
Faculty of Science Technology and Environment 

 
Professional profile: 
Sheikh Izzal Azid is currently he is Assistant Lecturer in School of 
Engineering and Physics at the The University of the South Pacific. His 
research interests include unmanned aerial vehicles, wireless 
communication, embedded microprocessor applications, intelligent 
systems and robotics. He has been involved with both PACE NET and 
PACE Net Plus as project officer at the University of the South Pacific. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: azid_s@usp.ac.fj 

Bailly, France 
 
Director 
CNRT Nickel & its Environment 

 
 
Professional profile: 
I'm currently the director of CNRT “Nickel and its environment” based in 
Nouméa, New Caledonia. Objectives of CNRT are supporting research 
and technological development for a better management of mineral 
resources, compatible with natural and human environment preservation. 
CNRT is mainly acting through funding of applied research projects in the 
3 fields of nickel technology, natural environment and social (comprising 
health) environment. I'm also an international senior environmentalist with 
more than 20 years of professional experience, specialized in 
environmental surveys and assessment, natural resources management 
and ecological restoration of disturbed lands particularly for sectors of 
open pit mines, quarries, dump sites… and after natural disaster 
(reshaping of soils, soil erosion control, landscape/ecological integration). 
I've been involved in several projects of rural development based on 
integrated watershed management and natural resources valorisation 
mainly in Africa, and in the development of projects related to renewable 
energies and climate change adaptation and mitigation. 
 

Contact: france.bailly@cnrt.nc 
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Bakker, Martijntje 
 
Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and 
Development (ZonMw) 
Member Management Team 

 
Professional profile:  
Martijntje Bakker is a member of the management team at ZonMw (The 
Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and Development) and 
head of the team dealing with the funding programmes on prevention. In 
the past she has worked at Universities in Maastricht and Rotterdam 
(with a PhD in health sciences), local government and national funding 
organisations. A major part of her career dealt with international 
collaboration in scientific projects (as project manager), as editor of a 
publication on policies and interventions dealing with reducing 
socioeconomic inequalities in health and as an independent adviser. 
Currently she is the Dutch Management Board member in three Joint 
Programming Initiatives focussing on Healthy Diet for a Healthy Life 
(HDHL) (vice-chair), Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) (steering committee 
member) and More Years Better Lives (MYBL). 

 

Contact: mbakker@zonmw.nl 

Bauer, Anna 
 
University of Auckland 
DAAD lecturer in German 

 
 
Professional profile:  
DAAD-lecturer in German since 2014; studied Indo-European 
Linguistics, English Linguistics and German as a Foreign Language at 
the universities of Rostock (Germany), Cork (Ireland) and Marburg 
(Germany); held the position of research assistant at Marburg (2007-
2008) and Göttingen (2008-2013); obtained her PhD in Indo-European 
Linguistics on the morphosyntax of the NP in Hieroglyphic Luwian from 
Philipps-University Marburg (Germany) in summer 2013; teaches 
language acquisition and linguistics; study and scholarship advisor for 
the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD). 
 
 
 
 

 

Contact: daad@auckland.ac.nz 
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Beuf, Armand 
 
European Commission 
Directorate for International Cooperation 
Senior Policy and Project Officer 
 

Professional profile: 
A. Beuf joined the European Commission (EC) in 1991. In this position, he was 
involved in post evaluation of two specific research programmes: the European 
programme for measurements and testing (BCR) and the Fisheries and 
Aquaculture programme (FAR). From 1994 to 1997, he worked with DG Industry 
as Training Coordinator and support quality Officer for the Information and 
Communication Technologies programme (ESPRIT). In 1998, he joined DG 
Research as Principal Scientific Officer and from 2006, he worked with the 
Directorate for international cooperation. Currently, he is policy and project 
officer responsible for Pacific countries (Australia, New Zealand, Overseas and 
Countries Territories, ACP Pacific). In this position, he supports EU Pacific bi-
lateral dialogue with Australia, New Zealand and bi-regional dialogue in 
research, development and innovation. He has experience with EU projects in 
Western Balkans countries (capacity building programmes), Mediterranean 
(environment), Central Asia (integrated water resources management), China 
(health), India (health, water resources management), Africa (health), and Latin 
America (health). Prior to the EC, he worked with the National Institute for 
Agricultural Research (INRA, France) as Scientific Secretary to the Committee 
for Genetics Engineering, and provided UNESCO with consultancy services. He 
studied biology and engineering sciences at Paul Sabatier University (Toulouse) 
and ENGREF (Paris), law and public finance (University of Paris Orsay), 
European law (University of Paris I Pantheon Sorbonne), information and 
communication sciences and anthropology (Sorbonne University). He was 
trained in agricultural cooperatives (meat, milk, vegetables), in public 
administration (department of agriculture), in industrial plants (chemicals) and in 
international organisations (FAO; Division of food and nutrition policies, Roma). 

 
Contact: armand.beuf@ec.europa.eu 

Boré, Jean-Michel 
 
Institut de recherche pour le développement (IRD) 
Direction Information et Communication (DIC) 
Documentary Director 
 

Professional profile: 
Director for CANAL IRD, see for example: 
https://www.ird.fr/la-mediatheque/videos-en-ligne-
canal-ird/mission-tuhaa-pae 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: jean-michel.bore@ird.fr 

https://www.ird.fr/la-mediatheque/videos-en-ligne-canal-ird/mission-tuhaa-pae
https://www.ird.fr/la-mediatheque/videos-en-ligne-canal-ird/mission-tuhaa-pae
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Byrne, Pamela 
 
JPI Healthy Diet for a Healthy Life 
Director Regulatory Affairs, Abbott Nutrition 
Chair JPI Healthy Diet for Healthy Life 
 

Professional profile:  
Dr Pamela Byrne took over the role of Chair of the 
Management Board of the Joint Programming Initiative “A Healthy Diet for 
a Healthy Life” (JPI HDHL) http://www.healthydietforhealthylife.eu/ in June 
2013. The JPI HDHL aims to coordinate research on the impact of diet 
and lifestyles on health, significantly contributing to the construction of a 
fully operational European Research Area for the prevention of diet-
related diseases and strengthening the leadership and competitiveness of 
research activities in this field. In July 2013, Pamela joined Abbott 
Nutrition as Director Regulatory Policy and Intelligence, based in Ireland. 
In her global role, she is responsible for developing and optimizing Abbott 
Nutrition’s understanding of, response to and influence on the regulatory 
environment pertaining to research & innovation; foods for special 
medical purposes; and general food regulation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: pamela.byrne@abbott.com 

Bythell, John 
 
University of the South Pacific 
Research Office 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research & International) 
 

Professional profile:  
Professor John Bythell started at USP in 2012. Previously, 
he was Director of Research in the School of Biology at Newcastle 
University in the UK. A marine biologist specializing in coral reef biology 
and ecology, he recently led ongoing research programmes in Australia, 
the Caribbean, Solomon Islands and Thailand. His main research is 
focused on emerging diseases in reef corals and understanding how coral 
reefs respond to environmental impacts, particularly sea temperature 
increases due to climate change, a critical issue for Fiji and the region. He 
has published over 50 peer-reviewed papers, supervised 12 PhD 
students and dozens of Master’s theses in this area. He contributes to 
teaching marine ecology and environmental impact assessment at USP. 
He has worked on the panel of intergovernmental scientists involved in 
the Coral Reef Targeted Research Programme (funded by GEF/World 
Bank), provided advice to the UNESCO-Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission on coral bleaching, and on the Programme 
Committee of the Western Indian Ocean Marine Sciences Association, 
distributing research funding across east Africa and the western Indian 
Ocean on behalf of the Swedish development agency, SIDA. In addition, 
he has provided consultancy advice to the UK Government, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, the US National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration and others. Currently, Professor Bythell is senior manager 
with responsibility for the Research Office; International Office; Pacific 
Centre for Environment and Sustainable Development (PACE-SD); USP 
Press; College of Foundation Studies, Centre for Vocational & Continuing 
Education; Student Academic Services & the Centre for Flexible Learning. 
 

Contact: john.bythell@usp.ac.fj 
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Carpentier, André 
 
IFREMER 
Delegate in New Caledonia 
 
 

Professional profile: 
2005-2012 : Director of the Fisherie Resources Department for Channel 
and North Sea (2 laboratories : in Normandy and North of France) and 
head of the Fisheries Laboratory in Boulogne/mer (France)  
2003-2012 : Responsable of the Charm project (Channel Integrated 
approach for marine resource management (26 laboratories and more 
than 100 scientists  
2013: Ifremer Regional Delegate in New-Caledonia 
 

Contact: andre.carpentier@ifremer.fr 

Catteau, Thierry 
 
Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific 
Natural Resources & Infrastructure 
Attaché 
 

Professional profile:  
Thierry Catteau holds a MA from the College of Europe (Major European 
External Relations), two Masters from the Institutes of Political Science 
of Paris and Lille. Currently part of the EU Delegation for the Pacific, 
Natural Resources Section, USP contact point at the Delegation and in 
charge of Regional Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management 
Projects. 
 
 

Contact: thierry.catteau@eeas.europa.eu 
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Chan Mow, Ioana 
 

National University of Samoa 
Computing 
Associate Professor Computing & Computer education 
 

Professional profile:  
Ioana Chan Mow is the NUS Project coordinator for PACE-
Net Plus. She is an Associate Professor in Computing and 
Computer education. Here research interests are in ICT4D, e-
learning, e-government, e-learning, programming 
environments. 
 

Contact: i.chanmow@nus.edu.ws 

Colin, Fabrice 
 

Centre Européen de Recherche et d’Enseignement des 
Géosciences de l’Environnement (CEREGE) 
Director of Research 
 

Professional profile: 
Geosciences applied to tropical mining environment and laterites (terrestrial and 
marine ecosystems and mines). Geochemist specialized in soils and 
soils/plant/water systems (lithosphere, hydrosphere, ecosystems, and biodiversity). 
Expertise on mines and environments; sciences and sustainable economic 
development, and Research, development and innovation. Leads international 
research teams, chief manager of research centers, leader of several international 
applied research programs. Currently, he is senior scientist, IRD DRCE, in charge 
of expertizing CO2 natural and anthropic fluxes in NC, as well as Carbon capture 
sequestration and use possibilities. Previously he was research and innovation 
adviser to the NC government, Director of IRD research center in Noumea, and 
also led the research teams "supergene Biogeodynamics and tropical 
geomorphology", and “geosciences of the continental environment GECO”. He was 
advisor to ministers of Research and for French and overseas countries in creating 
a research institute on nickel and environment in NC (CNRT created in 2008). He 
has been a researcher and professor as universities and research institutes in 
Morocco, Gabon, USA, Australia and NC. 50 field Missions between 1985 and 
2004, leading research, cooperation and formation programs in Brazil, Morocco, 
West Africa, (Burkina Faso, Cameroun, Rep. of Central Africa, Congo, Mali, 
Senegal), in overseas Territories (NC, La Reunion island, Mayotte), in Australia, 
Southern Asia (Thailand). In addition to multiple conference presentations and 
popular articles, he has 98 international first order publications, 6 book chapters, 
and 3 books. His recent projects include: Initiation and coordination of the collective 
evaluation on “invasive species in New Caledonia and in the Pacific” (2005), and a 
feasibility study and initiation of the “mining impact observatory” in the South 
Province of NC. He also led the PACE-NET project, and initiation and coordination 
of the collective evaluation “Energy and management of Energy resources, with the 
economic development of NC. 
Contact: fcolin.noumea@gmail.com 
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Cowan, Phil 
 
Landcare Research New Zealand 
Science Team Leader 
 
 

Professional profile:  
Thirty years experience in research and management of 
invasive species in New Zealand and internationally, 
particularly the Pacific region Currently Science Team Leader, Wildlife 
Ecology & Management, a team of 38 researchers and field staff 
Member IUCN Invasive Species Specialist Group Member US Invasive 
Species Advisory Committee NZ representative, Pacific Science 
Association 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: cowanp@landcareresearch.co.nz 

Davies, Filomena 
 
Auckland University of Technology 
Research and Innovation Office  
Associate Director, Research Management 
 

Professional profile:  
Having worked as a professional Librarian for 15 years, specialising in 
Health Informatics and Information Literacy, I began a career in research 
management in 2001 and am currently the Associate Director - 
Research Management in Auckland University of Technology's (AUT's) 
Research and Innovation Office, a role in which, among other things, I 
been given responsibility for promoting International research 
partnerships and collaborations. Last year, I completed an 8-year term 
as a member of the AUT Council, and I am currently a member of the 
European Union Centres Network (EUCN) Board in New Zealand. I 
came to New Zealand from Scotland, and my background is in the Arts 
and Education. 
 

Contact: filomena.davies@aut.ac.nz 
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De Moor, Willem 
 
JPI Oceans 
Adviser 
 
 

Professional profile: 
Willem De Moor is working as an adviser at the secretariat of the Joint 
Programming Initiative for Healthy and Productive Seas and Oceans (JPI 
Oceans). JPI Oceans is a coordinating and integrating platform, open to 
all EU Member States and Associated Countries. It focuses on making 
better and more efficient use of national research budgets, which 
represent 88% of the research funding within Europe. In his role as 
adviser Willem is responsible for the communication and outreach 
activities and the liaison with the JPI Oceans Strategic Advisory Board. 
Before joining the JPI Oceans secretariat Willem worked as a policy 
adviser at the Flemish Ministry for Economy, Science and Innovation 
where he was part of the EU presidency team. In this role he dealt 
mainly with the organisation of the Strategic Energy Technology (SET)-
plan 2010 conference and the EurOCEAN 2010 conference. Previously 
he worked as a policy adviser at the cabinet of the Flemish minister of 
Economy, Science and Innovation. 
 

Contact: willem.demoor@vliz.be 

Dranibaka, Semi 
 
Fiji Ministry of Fisheries and Forests 
Department of Forestry 
Principal Forest Officer 
 

Professional profile: 
Served with the Department of Forestry in Fiji for the past 21 years in 
various fields from re-afforestation programs, forestry technical and 
academic training, timber research, value adding and policy 
formulations. Achieved undergraduate degree in Forest Science from 
Melbourne University in 2004 and a post graduate degree from Southern 
Cross University in Australia in 2010. A part-time lecturer at the Fiji 
National University from 2011 till to date delivering Forestry units to 
Diploma in Forest Management and Undergraduate degree in Forestry 
programs. Currently acting as Deputy Conservator of Forests Services 
with the Department of Forests. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: semi.dranibaka@gmail.com 
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Elisaia-Vaai, Aurora 
 
National University of Samoa 
Science Lecturer 
 

Professional profile: 
Lecturer with the Faculty of Science and the Faculty of Medicine in 
Biomedical Science. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: a.elisaia-vaai@nus.edu.ws 

Faletic, Rado 
 
Montroix Pty Ltd 
Director, Projects & Communications 
 

Professional profile:  
Rado was previously the Executive Director of the Forum for 
European-Australian Science and Technology cooperation (FEAST), and 
has held a number of teaching and IT positions at The Australian 
National University (ANU). FEAST was established by the European 
Union and the Australian Government to highlight, promote, and facilitate 
research collaboration between Europe and Australia. He holds a PhD in 
shock tunnel tomography, and his other research projects have included 
the spatial modelling of water flows in de-forested landscapes, and 
adaptive seismic tomography. 
 

Contact: rado.faletic@montroix.com 
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Farran, Sue  
 
Northumbria University 
Law Dep. 
Professor of Laws 
 

Professional profile:  
I have been associated with the Pacific region since 1996 when I 
was invited by the University of the South Pacific to visit its Law 
School in Fiji to develop courses. I returned as a Commonwealth 
Fellow in 1998, and took up a permanent post in 1999. I was 
based in Port Vila at the Emalus Campus of the university until 
2004, and have since then been appointed an Adjunct Professor 
of USP, and return regularly to deliver flexi schools. Although now 
based in the UK I have maintained an active interest in the region 
and use Pacific case studies to illustrate themes which have a 
wider resonance such as human rights, land and resources, family 
and gender and most recently intellectual property. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: sue.farran@northumbria.ac.uk 

Fauré-Tournaire, Jean-Luc 
 
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Deputy Permanent Representative of France to the Pacific 
Community 
 

Professional profile: 
Mr Fauré-Tournaire has an M.A. in philosophy, and a B.A. in French literature 
(University of Aix-en-Provence. He attended the National Institute for Oriental 
Languages and Civilisations (INALCO) where he studied Hungarian, and then 
worked as a teacher in Hungary, Yugoslavia and Poland (1977-1986). Mr 
Fauré-Tournaire joined the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1986 as 
Conseiller des Affaires Étrangères (Orient). He has been posted to the French 
Foreign Ministry's Central Administration in Paris (Directorate-General for 
Cultural, Scientific and Technical relations), Second Secretary at the French 
Embassy in Abu Dhabi, Deputy General Consul in Düsseldorf, Member of the 
European Community Monitoring Mission in the Former Yugoslavia (ECMMY), 
First Secretary at the French Embassy in Zagreb, assigned to the United 
Nations Protection Force in the Former Yugoslavia, Deputy to the Head of 
Mission and Head of the French Delegation to the European Community 
Monitoring Mission in the Former Yugoslavia (ECMMY), posted to the French 
Foreign Ministry's Central Administration in Paris (Common Foreign and 
Security Policy Department),posted to the Permanent Representation of 
France to the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) in 
Vienna, Second Counsellor in Sarajevo, posted to the French Foreign 
Ministry's Central Administration in Paris as Deputy Director for Oceania at the 
Directorate for Asia and Oceania, General Consul in Zurich, posted to the 
French Foreign Ministry's Central Administration in Paris as Deputy Director for 
North America at the Directorate for America, and Deputy Permanent 
Representative of France to the Pacific Community. Decorations awarded: - 
Chevalier in the National Order of Merit, on 25 Nov. 1993 – Foreign Affairs 
Silver Medal of Honour, on 14 December 1992. 
 

Contact: jean-luc.faure-tournaire@diplomatie.gouv.fr 
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Forsyth, Miranda 
 
Australian National University 
Fellow 
 
 

Professional profile:  
Miranda Forsyth is a Fellow at SSGM in the College of 
Asia and Pacific at ANU. In February 2011 she 
commenced a three year ARC Discovery funded project to investigate 
the impact of intellectual property laws on development in Pacific Island 
countries. Prior to coming to the ANU, Miranda was a senior lecturer in 
criminal law at the law school of the University of the South Pacific, 
based in Port Vila, Vanuatu for eight years. Miranda is the author of A 
Bird that Flies with Two Wings: Kastom and State Justice Systems in 
Vanuatu (2009) ANU ePress. 
 

Contact: miranda.forsyth@anu.edu.au 

Garnier, Nicolas 
 
University of Papua New Guinea 
Centre for Research and Post Graduate Studies 
Dean Research 
 

Professional profile:  
Nicolas Garnier is an anthropologist who has been 
working in East Sepik Province (Papua New Guinea) since 1997. He has 
developed an approach based on the study of traditional artefacts and 
their contemporary interpretation by Pacific Islanders. He wrote a PhD 
on the Chambri Islanders in 2007 (Paris, Muséum National d'Histoire 
Naturelle) and is currently finalizing his habilitation à Diriger des 
Recherches (Paris, EPHE). His publications on anthropology of art have 
received international attention (Twisting Knowledge and Emotion: 
Modern Bilums of Papua New Guinea 2011, Motifs d'Océanie 2011). He 
has designed a program of Visual Anthropology for the University of 
Papua New Guinea. In 2012, he was appointed Director of the 
Melanesian and Pacific Studies Centre and in 2014 Acting Dean for 
Research and Postgraduate Studies at the University of PNG. 
 

Contact: ngarnier@upng.ac.pg 
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Gauci Borda, Ian 
 
Malta Council for Science and Technology 
Policy and International Executive 
 
 

Professional profile:  
Ian Gauci Borda is a Policy and International 
Executive within the Malta Council for Science and 
Technology with responsibility for EU matters on 
Research and Innovation Strategy. He is a graduate of the University 
of Malta and the University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada. Mr Gauci 
Borda also currently manages a number of EU-Funded projects, 
namely, MEDSPRING, ARIMNET and ERANETMED, he also 
participated in previous EU-funded projects, namely, Black Sea ERA-
NET (BS ERA-NET), the Mediterranean Innovation and Research 
Coordination Action (MIRA), and the Pacific-Europe network for 
science and Technology (PACE-NET). Furthermore Mr. Gauci Borda 
is also involved in other International Cooperation initiatives, such as, 
the Strategic Forum for International Cooperation (SFIC), the EU-
Africa Partnership 8 (Science, Information Society and Space), the 
ERAC group and is a member of the United Nations Commission on 
Science, Technology and Development Panel. Recently involved in 
the negotiations on the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the 
Euro-Mediterranean Area (PRIMA). 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: ian.a.gauci-borda@gov.mt 

Gembiak, Kristin 
 
Leibniz Center for Tropical Marine Ecology GmbH (ZMT) 
Science Management 
Alumni Relations Officer / Project Coordination 
 

Professional profile:  
Undergraduate studies in ‘Political Management’ (B.A.) at the 
University of Applied Sciences Bremen. During my studies, I set a focus on conflict 
management and development cooperation, mainly in Sub Saharan Africa. One 
semester abroad at the Univ. of KwaZulu-Natal in South Africa. After my studies, I 
worked as an intern for the Friedrich-Ebert-Foundation in Uganda, delivering a 
capacity-building summer school for trade union youth leaders of East Africa, then as 
a project assistant for the Uganda Health Marketing Group, a leading social enterprise 
providing health services. Focus on planning, implementing, coordinating and 
monitoring project activities of Malaria and HIV/Aids programmes. In 2010, I finished 
my postgraduate studies in ‘Management and Implementation of Development 
Projects’ (M.Sc.) at the Univ. of Manchester, on development management in Sub 
Saharan Africa. In my dissertation, I questioned aid effectiveness, asking if there is a 
social movement opposing Official Development Assistance in Sub Saharan Africa. 
Then, I worked for a NGO in London, being involved in planning of health projects 
implemented in the Horn of Africa. In 2011, I moved to Namibia to work as an 
Organisational Development Advisor for an umbrella association supporting wildlife 
conservation, sustainable tourism and community based natural resource 
management. Back in Bremen, I worked with refugees; planning and managing a 
refugees' café with a variety of services and events. In May 2014, I started working for 
ZMT as a project coordinator supporting the PACE-NET+ project. In Nov. 2014, I also 
joined the Science Management Department at ZMT, working as an Alumni Relations 
Officer. 
 

Contact: Kristin.Gembiak@zmt-bremen.de 
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Ghodake, Raghunath 
 
PNG National Agricultural Research Institute 
Corporate and Policy 
Former Director General 
 

Professional profile:  
MSc and PhD in agricultural and resource economics with work 
experience as farming systems economist, team leader of the PNG 
Lowlands Food crops Research Team, research co-ordinator, policy 
adviser with department of Agriculture and Livestock, Deputy Director 
General and Director General of PNG National Agricultural Research 
Institute until December 2013. Major areas of contributions are labour 
markets, technology assessment, strategic planning, research 
prioritization, program planning, AR4D and Innovations, corporate 
management and policy development. Served as Chairman of the Asia-
Pacific Association of Agricultural Research Institutions, Member of 
CGIAR Fund Council, Member of the GFAR Steering Committee, and 
Commissioner of Commission for Higher Education in PNG. Established, 
developed, nurtured and managed PNG National Agricultural Research 
Institute. Worked in the South Pacific Region. Recently appointed to the 
position of Executive Secretary, APAARI - the Asia-Pacific Association of 
Agricultural Research Institutions, its headquarters being in Bangkok, 
Thailand. 
 

Contact: raghunath.ghodake760@gmail.com 

Gluckman, Sir Peter 
 
Office of the Prime Minister's Chief Science Advisor 
Prime Minister's Chief Science Advisor 
 
 

Professional profile:  
 
http://www.pmcsa.org.nz/a-short-biography-of-peter-gluckman/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: csa@pmcsa.org.nz 
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Goarant, Cyrille 
 
Institut Pasteur in New Caledonia 
Leptospirosis Research and Expertise Unit 
Head of Research Unit 
 

Professional profile: 
Cyrille Goarant is a D.V.M. with a Ph.D. in Microbiology. He joined the 
Institut Pasteur in New Caledonia in 2006 to lead a research group on 
leptospirosis. His activities are shared between research (patho-
physiology and epidemiology, including field studies) and the diagnosis 
and biological surveillance in this country where leptospirosis has a high 
endemicity. He is currently leading a project aimed at evaluating the 
burden of leptospirosis and better understanding its epidemiology in Fiji, 
Vanuatu and Futuna. His main interest is in molecular epidemiology of the 
zoonotic component of this bacterial disease. 
 

Contact: cgoarant@pasteur.nc 

Goetke, Niels 
 
Danish Ministry for Research, Innovation and Higher Education 
DASTI 
Head of Division 
 

Professional profile:  
Chairman of FACCE JPI (Joint Programming Initiative on 
Agriculture,Food security and Climate Change). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: nigoe@fi.dk 
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Gooley, Geoff 
 
CSIRO 
PACCSAP Science Program Manager 
 

Professional profile:  
Science Program Manager for the Pacific-Australia Climate Change Science 
and Adaptation Planning (PACCSAP) Program. PACCSAP is funded by the 
Australian Government (Department of Foreign Affairs) and managed by the 
Department for the Environment, with the science component managed and 
delivered through a collaborative partnership between the Commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), the Australian 
Bureau of Meteorology and regional and national partners in the Pacific; 
latter including (14 Pacific island countries plus Timor Leste). Also program 
manage the Australian Climate Change Science Program (ACCSP) for 
CSIRO and the Bureau. 
 
 
 
 

Contact: geoff.gooley@csiro.au 

Grabert, Martin 
 
Montroix Pty Ltd 
CEO 
 

Professional profile: 
Martin has extensive experience in managing scientific and 
research co-operation, public policy initiatives in innovation 
and international collaboration in the public and private 
sectors. Presently, Martin also works with the Group of Eight which is a 
coalition of Australia’s leading universities. Previously, Martin was Director 
of the COST Office (European Co-operation in Science and Technology) in 
Brussels from 2005 to 2010. COST is one of the longest-running European 
organisations supporting networking among scientists and researchers 
across Europe and beyond. Prior to this he was the Inaugural Director of 
KoWi, the European liaison office of the German research organisations, in 
Brussels and Bonn. Before moving to Brussels he headed the research unit 
in the central administration of the Technical University Berlin, Germany. He 
has a PhD in aeronautical engineering. 
 

Contact: martin.grabert@montroix.com 
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Hunter, David 
 

Scientific Research Organisation of Samoa 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 

Professional profile: 
David Hunter was previously with the University of the 
South Pacific (USP) Alafua Campus holding senior lecturer positions in 
the School of Agriculture and Food Technology including Acting Head of 
School from January 2006 to December 2009. He has comprehensive 
background and wealth of experience in Agriculture & related research 
and allied subject areas, holding a MSc (Distinction) in Crop Science from 
Wageningen Agricultural University, The Netherlands; MAgr in Soil 
Science from USP Alafua Campus, Samoa; and, BSc in Biochemistry 
from Otago University, New Zealand. 
 

Contact:tilafono@sros.org.ws 

Imo-Seuoti, Taema 
 

National University of Samoa 
Department of Science 
Associate Professor in Environmental Science 
 

Professional profile:  
Dr. Taema Imo-Seuoti is an Associate Professor in 
Environmental Science at the National University of 
Samoa and teaches both undergraduate and postgraduate students. Her 
research interests include environmental and marine pollution, 
management and toxicology and impact of Climate Change on coastal 
and marine ecosystems. 
 
 
 
 

Contact: t.imo@nus.edu.ws 
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Isnard, Raphael 
 

French Embassy 
Cooperation Department 
Science cooperation attaché 
 

Professional profile:  
In charge of science cooperation at the French Embassy 
in Wellington (bi-lateral New Zealand / France + Pacific 
Fund). 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact:raphael.isnard@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

Komolong, Birte 
 
PNG National Agricultural Research Institute 
Head Office 
Strategy Planner 
 

Professional profile: 
Birte Komolong is working with the Papua New Guinea 
National Agricultural Research Institute as Strategy Planner supporting 
the Institute with setting research for development strategies and 
priorities, planning of programmes and projects and monitoring and 
evaluation at different levels of the organisations. She is by training a 
Plant Pathologist and also involved in managing multi-disciplinary 
research projects .The Institute strives to respond to current needs of 
smallholder farmers in the country to improve their agricultural systems in 
terms of productivity and resilience and better access to marketing 
networks. In a country with the majority of farming communities still 
practicing subsistence agriculture, there is an interest in researching new 
and innovative approaches, technologies, strategies and policies that will 
help those farming communities in their transition to more secure and 
sustainable livelihoods. 
 

Contact: birte.komolong@nari.org.pg 
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Kula, Taaniela 
 
Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources 
Natural Resources 
Deputy Secretary 
 

Professional profile: 
Deputy Secretary for Natural Resources under the Ministry of Lands, 
Environment, Climate Change and Natural Resources of the Government 
of the Kingdom of Tonga; Has over 19 years’ experience in the Tonga 
Public Service; Worked in relevant sections and divisions of the ministry 
including administration, information technology, mapping, geoscience 
services, urban planning and management. Has participated in 
formulation of urban development strategies, land use planning and 
various national strategies and natural resource policies and legislations. 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: tkula@naturalresources.gov.to 

Kumar-Roiné, Shilpa 
 
Analytical Environmental Laboratory 
Scientific Officer 
 
 

Professional profile:  
Shilpa Kumar-Roiné earned her PhD in 2009 from the 
University of New Caledonia. The title of the studies leading to this 
degree was “Development of traditional remedies useful in the treatment 
of ciguatera in the Pacific”. In 2011, she joined the Analytical 
Environmental Laboratory (AEL), a private laboratory that offers chemical 
analysis in water, sediments and living organisms in the lagoon 
ecosystem potentially impacted by industrial activities as well as 
monitoring of airborne metal pollution. As Scientific Officer, she is 
currently leading projects related to monitoring heavy metals or biotoxins 
content in bioorganisms and human health risk assessments. More 
broadly, she undertakes or contributes to many projects on the effects of 
mining activities on coastal ecosystems. 
 

Contact: skumar-roine@ael-environnement.nc 
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Labrosse, Pierre 
 
French Ministry of Higher Education and Research 
Delegate for Research and Technology in New 
Caledonia, Wallis and Futuna 
 

Professional profile:  
Pierre Labrosse is marine scientist by background. He 
has a PhD in marine biology and ecology of the “Ecole Pratique des 
Hautes Etudes” and a habilitation in living sciences. His research has 
mainly been focused on fisheries ecology and fisheries management in 
conjunction with development issues in tropical areas. He has been 
involved for fifteen years in fisheries and marine research/development 
planning and governance in South Pacific and Western and Eastern 
African countries. He is now in charge of planning and coordination of 
research institutions policies present in New Caledonia for the Ministry of 
Higher Education and Research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: pierre.labrosse@nouvelle-caledonie.gouv.fr 

Lal, Hasmukh 
 
University of the South Pacific 
Pacific Technical and Further Education 
Director 
 

Professional profile: 
Mr. Hasmukh Lal is the Director of Pacific Technical And Further 
Education (Pacific TAFE) at The University of the South Pacific (USP) 
since September 2013.Before that he has worked at Regional Manager 
for Pacific TAFE and Manager Continuing Education at Lautoka Campus 
of USP. Hasmukh started his career as a school teacher and worked as 
Project Coordinator for AusAID funded Fiji Education Sector Program 
where he was responsible for managing trainings for school 
heads/management on School Policy Development, Change 
Management, Strategic Plans, Annual and Learning & Teaching Plans. 
From 2013, Mr.Lal is also USP’s representative Director of Pacific Centre 
for Flexible And Open Learning for Development (PACFOLD) with 
Commonwealth of Learning. Mr.Lal is strategically responsible for growth 
of Technical and Vocational qualifications at USP. Vocational 
qualifications were never part of USP prior to 2013 and Hasmukh has 
lead the development of 16 qualification to date and got it approved by 
University Senate and Council. In relation to work, he has developed 
policies for vocational qualifications related to quality improvement. Mr. 
Lal was one of the main writer and developer of PACFOLD’s strategic 
plan which was launched this year by Samoa’s Minister for Education. 
Currently, he is involved in developing a regional policy on Open and 
Flexible Learning with Pacific Islands Forums Secretariat (PIFS) to be 
used by 15 countries in the Pacific. Mr. Lal is a proud alumnus of USP 
and has two Masters, one of which from USP. 
 

Contact: lal_ha@usp.ac.fj 
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Lamarche, Geoffroy 
 
National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research (NIWA) 
Principal Scientist 
 
 

Professional profile:  
Geoffroy obtained a PhD in 1987 from the University of Grenoble, France 
and has been working in the New Zealand research environment for 25 
years. He now leads NIWA's Ocean Geology research group and is 
Programme Leader of the public funded research programme "Marine 
Physical Resources and Processes". His research focuses on active 
geological deformation that affects the continental shelf and deep ocean 
floor around New Zealand, and the resources associated with it. It covers a 
wide spectrum of expertise from blue sky science to applied consultancy, 
with a particular focus on geological hazard; seafloor substrate and 
predictive habitat mapping from remote sensed data; and submarine 
massive sulphide (SMS) deposits associated with active hydrothermalism; 
The research considers the marine environment at large and goes beyond 
the specificity of marine geology and geophysics in that it is developed in 
collaboration with benthic ecologists, marine biologists and physical 
oceanographers. Geoffroy leads international collaborative research projects 
with the research groups in New Caledonia, France, the UK, the USA and 
Australia. He works extensively in the southwest Pacific region. Geoffroy has 
led several geophysical voyages in high seas around New Zealand and has 
published more than 50 articles in international peered-reviewed journals. 
 

Contact: geoffroy.lamarche@niwa.co.nz 

Lattimore, Jane 
 
Landcare Research 
International Business Group 
Manager 
 

Professional profile:  
International research collaboration and international development involving 
science, research and innovation. Experienced in activities in the Asia/Pacific 
region as well as Latin America. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: LattimoreJ@landcareresearch.co.nz 
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Latu, Faainuseiamalie Galumalemana Galo 
 
National University of Samoa 
Science Dep. 
Senior Lecturer Environment 
 

Professional profile:  
Bachelor of Science (Ecology /Microbiology) - 1990 Flinders University of 
South Australia Master of Science (Eco-Environmental Civil Engineering)- 
2003 Chief Medial Scientist, National Health Laboratories 1994-1997 
Lecturer Biology, National University of Samoa 1997-2000 Senior 
Lecturer Environmental Science, National University of Samoa 2000-2013 
Head Science Department, National University of Samoa 2013-Current 

Contact: f.latu@nus.edu.ws 

Le Meur, Fadhila 
 
Institut de recherche pour le développement 
European affairs division 
EU project manager 
 

Professional profile: 
Fadhila Le Meur has held the position of European Project Manager for 
IRD since 2011 and is at the present time, the project manager of PACE-
NET Plus. Her previous experiences in the research field include: over 20 
years translating/copywriting/editing scientific papers/books from English 
or German into French (Masters Degree in Scientific and technical 
translation & documentation from the University of Montpellier, France); 
Several experiences in organising international conferences for the 
University of Hohenheim/Stuttgart and the University of Mainz, in 
Germany; Secretary of APAD (the Euro-African Association for the 
Anthropology of Development) for several years; Strong focus in SSH & 
Development research field. 
 

Contact: fadhila.lemeur@ird.fr 
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Lee-Hang, Desmond 
 
National University of Samoa 
Dean of the Faculty of Science 
 

Professional profile: 
Dr Lee Hang is the current Dean of the Faculty of Science at the National 
University of Samoa. He was appointed Dean in September 2012. He 
graduated from the University of Waikato with a doctorate in education. 
His thesis was on the 'Use of culturally-appropriate formative 
assessments for science lessons in Samoa: Implications for initial teacher 
education in Samoa'. His research areas of interest include: Using 
culturally appropriate ways to enhance the teaching, learning and 
assessment of science in secondary schools, Using the Samoan 
language in science lessons, Using VEX robotics to inspire, engage and 
capture students' interest in science, technology and innovation. 
 

Contact: d.leehang@nus.edu.ws 

Lynch, Paul Eamonn 
 
Cook Island Seabed Minerals Authority 
Commissioner 
 
 

Professional profile: 
Law and arts degrees. Master of Business Administration. Master of 
Environmental Law. Diploma of Legislative Drafting. Seabed Minerals 
research. International Seabeds Authority expertise. Numerous DSM 
presentations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: paul.lynch@cookislands.gov.ck 
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Marini, Jean-Francois 
 
Institut de recherche pour le développement (IRD) 
Coordinator of PACE-Net Plus 
 

Professional profile: 
Jean-François Marini is a University Professor, Doctor 
in enzyme engineering and microbiology. For the first twenty five years of 
its career, he worked in laboratories associated to INSERM (National 
Institute of Health and Medical Research) and CNRS (National Center for 
Scientific Research) in the Universities of Marseille, Paris and Nice, 
orienting his researches towards biology of adaptation. He has been 
involved for the last twelve years in the French research policy as a 
delegate and/or counselor for the Ministry for Higher Education and 
Research and for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in New Caledonia, 
Vanuatu and Canada. He recently was the IRD Representative in Chile, 
Argentina, Uruguay and the Director of the Office for Latin America of the 
CNRS. He lastly joined the Noumea IRD research center and is currently 
the Coordinator of the European INCONET PACE-Net Plus and the 
Representative of the CNRS in Oceania. 
 

Contact: jean-francois.marini@ird.fr 

McCallum, Bruce 
 
NZ Ministry of Business, Innovation, and Employment  
Counsellor, Science, Skills and Innovation 
 
 

Professional profile:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: bruce.mccallum@mbie.govt.nz 
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McKhann, Heather 
 
Institut National de Recherche Agronomique (INRA) 
European affairs 
European affairs officer 
 

Professional profile:  
Dr Heather McKhann has a doctorate from the University of California, 
Los Angeles. From 1999-2009 she was a researcher at the INRA, 
working on natural genetic variation in plants and specifically, genes 
involved in freezing and drought tolerance in Arabidopsis. She 
coordinated the trilateral project « Cold Tolerance for the Future: The 
CBF genes and beyond » funded through the ERA-Plant Genomics 
ERA-NET. Since November 2009, she works as a European affairs 
officer at the INRA. As a member of the Secretariat of the Joint 
Programming Initiative on Agriculture, Food Security and Climate 
Change (FACCE-JPI), she has been involved in all the aspects of the 
development of this initiative that brings together 21 countries to tackle 
the societal challenge of providing food security under climate change 
while also protecting the environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: heather.mckhann@paris.inra.fr 

McKinnon, Fabian 
 
Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) 
Programmes Division 
Deputy Director-General 
 

Professional profile: 
Mr McKinnon’s career in international development spans over thirty years. 
He has worked as a development practitioner leading technical cooperation 
programmes on the ground for a number of United Nations agencies in 
Cameroon, Ecuador, Armenia, the Philippines, Iraq, Afghanistan, Rwanda 
and the occupied Palestinian territories – covering the 5 million Palestine 
refugees in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, West Bank and Gaza. He has also 
spent time in staff positions: three years in Washington D.C. as Senior 
Strategic Planning Adviser to the President of the Inter-American 
Development Bank, and two years as Chef de Cabinet of the International 
Planned Parenthood Federation in London. From 2001 to 2006 he was the 
first Executive VP and Chief Operating Officer of the Vaccine Fund/GAVI, 
the world’s largest child immunisation alliance launched by Bill Gates and 
developed to a programme of $2.6 billion. In this capacity he was also 
Secretary of the Board of Directors, whose Chairman was Nelson Mandela, 
and included amongst its members H.M. Queen Rania, G. Machel, M. 
Camdessus, J. Delors, M. Robinson, M. Mstislav Rostropovich, Prof. A. Sen 
and J. Stoltenberg. As Deputy-DG, Programmes, of the SPC, Fabian is 
responsible for the development, effectiveness and responsiveness of the 
$120M technical assistance programme that SPC implements in the 22 
Pacific island countries it serves since 1947, and oversees a team of some 
450 staff who provide scientific and technical advice in the areas of 
Geoscience, Climate Change, Disaster Risk Reduction, Fisheries, 
Transport and Energy, Agriculture, Public Health, Social Development, and 
Statistics. Fabian speaks English, French, Spanish and Italian, and is based 
at SPC Headquarters at Nouméa, NC. 
 

Contact: fabianm@spc.int 
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Medina, Sara 
 
Sociedade Portuguesa de Inovação (SPI) 
Member of the Board 

 
Professional profile:  
Dr. Sara Medina is a Member of the Board of SPI – 
www.spieurope.eu, an international consulting Group with offices located 
in Europe (Portugal and Spain), North America (USA) and Asia (Beijing, 
Macao and Singapore). Dr. Medina contributes to the overall 
management of SPI and is responsible for managing SPI’s activities and 
services in China since 2004. Dr. Medina has expertise in a range of 
industries and manages projects funded by international organizations 
such as the European Commission, the World Bank and InterAmerican 
Development Bank. Previous to SPI, she worked with Accenture in the 
consulting area. Dr. Medina has a Ph.D. degree in Food and Resource 
Economics from the University of Florida, USA. She has recently 
concluded courses on Innovation and Leadership at the Universities of 
Wharton and Harvard and successfully completed the INSEAD Asia 
International Executive Programme in Singapore. Dr. Sara Medina is also 
an invited member of the Access to Risk Finance Advisory Group 
appointed by the European Commission, DG Research and Innovation. 
 

Contact: saramedina@spi.pt 

Medrana, Ryan 
 
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat 
Natural Resources Adviser 
 

Professional profile: 
Ryan has been the Natural Resources Adviser with the 
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) since April 2014. His 
responsibilities include providing advice on issues relating to oceans, 
biodiversity and waste management. He also worked with PIFS as a 
Climate Change Finance Adviser for 12 months in 2012, while on 
secondment from the Australian Government. Ryan is an Environmental 
Engineer who worked for over eight years with the Australian aid 
program, including three years as First Secretary, Australian High 
Commission Fiji. During his time with the Australian aid program he 
worked on a range of issues including transport, energy, urban 
development, climate change and environment. Prior to this, Ryan 
worked as an environmental engineer in Australia and the Philippines. 
Ryan has undergraduate degrees in environmental engineering and 
business, and a Masters degree in international and community 
development. 
 
 

Contact: ryanm@forumsec.org 
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Mele, Renato 
 
Delegation of the European Union for the Pacific 
Operations Dep. 
Head of Cooperation 
 

Professional profile:  
Renato is the head of operations of the EU Delegation for the Pacific in 
Suva, Fiji, in in charge of the bilateral cooperation with eleven Pacific 
ACP countries and four Overseas Countries and Territories, as well as 
the regional cooperation with all fifteen Pacific ACP countries. Renato has 
a degree in nuclear engineering and a PhD in materials engineering. He 
has been working at the European Commission for almost fifteen years. 
His prior postings involved responsibilities in radioactive waste 
management and international cooperation in the domain of nuclear 
safety and security. 
 
 
 

Contact: renato.mele@eeas.europa.eu 

Moore, Tommy 
 
Secretariat of the Pacific Environmental Programme, 
Climate Change Division 
Pacific Island Global Ocean Observing System Officer 
 

Professional profile:  
 
Dr. Tommy Moore is the Secretariat of the Pacific Region Environmental 
Programme (SPREP) Pacific Islands Global Ocean Observing System 
(PI-GOOS) officer, based in Apia, Samoa, where he also serves as a 
member of the Pacific Meteorology Desk. He received a PhD in 
Oceanography from the University of Delaware. His research has focused 
marine chemistry and biological productivity. Most recently, he studied 
how seagrasses alter the chemistry of their surrounding waters during a 
post-doctoral fellowship at IMEDEA on Mallorca, Spain. Dr. Moore also 
holds an MA from Boston University and a BSc from the University of 
Montana. 
 

Contact: tommym@sprep.org 
 
 
 
  

mailto:tommym@sprep.org
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Pelletier, Bernard 
 
Institut de recherche pour le développement (IRD) 
Director of GOPS 
 

Professional profile: 
Géologue, Directeur de Recherche 1ere Classe à l’IRD Directeur du 
GIS GOPS « Grand Observatoire de l’environnement et de la biodiversité terrestre et 
marine du Pacifique Sud » Centre IRD de Nouméa. Doctorat d’université, spécialité 
Géosciences, Université de Bretagne Occidentale, Brest. Habilitation à diriger des 
recherches (Sci. de la Terre) Université Pierre et Marie Curie, Paris. Themes de 
recherche: Zone de collision active de Taiwan et son passage à la subduction de Manille: 
Structure et évolution des marges convergentes, des arcs insulaires et des bassins 
marginaux du Pacifique Sud-Ouest. Missions de géologie à terre (Taiwan, Vanuatu, 
Wallis, Futuna, Nouvelle-Calédonie). Campagnes à la mer sur des navires nationaux et 
internationaux (40 campagnes dont 24 comme chef de mission: bathymétrie, 
géophysique, plongées en sous-marin et forages profonds ODP). Responsable de 
programmes de recherche et d’expertise, financés par différentes institutions 
(ORSTOM/IRD, Ministère de l’Outre Mer, Ministère des Affaires Etrangères, Institut 
National des Sciences de l’Univers, Fonds Pacifique, Coopération Nouvelle-
Calédonie/Vanuatu, Agence Nationale de la Recherche, South Applied Geosciences 
Commission, Territoire de Nouvelle-Calédonie). Responsable de l’acquisition et de 
l’installation d’un sondeur multifaisceaux pour équiper le navire Alis de l’IRD. 
Responsable de l’équipe de Géologie-géophysique du centre ORSTOM de Nouméa; 
Responsable des activités de l’UMR « Géosciences Azur » puis « Géoazur » (UNSA-
UPMC-CNRS-IRD-OCA) sur le chantier Pacifique Sud-Ouest, au centre IRD de Nouméa 
et à Vanuatu. Membre du Conseil Scientifique de l’IRD, Responsable scientifique des 
moyens navigants du centre IRD de Nouméa, Coordinateur du programme ANR « 
Dynamique éruptive et cycle sismique dans l’arc du Vanuatu », Directeur du Groupement 
d’intérêt scientifique « Grand Observatoire de l’environnement et de la biodiversité 
terrestre et marine du Pacifique Sud » (GIS GOPS). Bibliographie: Auteurs/co-auteurs 
d’environ 100 publications dans des revues et ouvrages. 
 

Contact: bernard.pelletier@ird.fr 

Perkins, Caroline 
 
Regional Universities Network 
Executive Director 
 

Professional profile: 
Caroline is a geologist by training and has a 
B.Sc. (Hons) from the University of Melbourne, Australia, 
and a Ph.D in geology from the University of New 
England, Australia. She has worked as an exploration 
geologist in Australia and Fiji, and undertook post-doctoral 
research in geology at the Australian National University. 
She has 15 years’ experience as a senior public servant 
working for the Australian Federal Government in higher 
education, research, science and radioactive waste 
management policy and programs. In February 2012 she 
was appointed as the first Executive Director of the 
Regional Universities Network, a group of six universities 
with their headquarters in regional Australia, outside 
capital cities. Since then she has worked to foster 
advocacy, facilitate collaboration, and enhance the 
contribution of the member universities to regional 
development, the nation, and internationally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: execdir@run.edu.au 
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Petersen, Rick 
 
NZ Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment 
Senior Advisor, International Relationships Team, Science Investments 
Branch 
 

Professional profile:  
Worked on International Research relationships for various NZ science 
Ministries for over 20 years. Responsible, in MBIE, for working with 
PACE-Net Plus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: rick.petersen@mbie.govt.nz 

Reddy, Arvind 
 
Emergent Ventures International 
Principal Consultant - Energy and Climate Policy 
 
 

Professional profile:  
I work with Emergent Ventures International (EVI), 
working from Australia trying to develop programs and projects in 
Australia and the Pacific Islands. EVI is a leading consulting company in 
the renewable energy and climate change space. I am currently leading a 
project on developing a national biofuels policy for the Government of Fiji. 
I have a Masters in Climate Change from the Australian National 
University. I have over 15 years of experience, with over 11 years in the 
development sector - renewable energy and environment sectors. 
 

Contact: arvind.reddy@emergent-ventures.com 
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Richardeau, Cecile 
 
New Zealand Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment 
New Zealand Mission to the EU 
Assistant, Science + Innovation 
 

Professional profile:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: cecile.richardeau@mbie.govt.nz 

Rouault, Anne 
 
University of New Caledonia 
Head of research and PhD studies support office 
 
 

Professional profile:  
Anne Rouault is in charge of research and PhD studies development at 
UNC. Being at the interface of UNC research labs and UNC VC's office, 
she is both involved in the design of institutional incentives for supporting 
the development of quality research, and supporting researchers in the 
administrative implementation of their projects. Policy officer of the 
French ministry of Higher education and research since 1995, she has 
been involved in different positions supporting the implementation of the 
modernization agenda of Universities with a focus on the development of 
university research capacity, both at national and European levels. She 
was appointed as French national seconded expert to the European 
Commission DG RTD from 2007 to 2010, where she has been assessing 
the impact of external research funding on University management. At 
UNC, she is actively engaged in the setting up of the Pacific island 
universities research network (PIURN), assisting the USP PIURN Director 
on the development of the network, and promoting regional integration of 
New-Caledonian University research in the South Pacific. 
 

Contact: anne.rouault@univ-nc.nc 
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Rücker, Gerd 
 
German Aerospace Centre (DLR), Project Management 
Agency European and International Cooperation 
Senior Scientific Officer 
 

Professional profile:  
Dr. Gerd Rücker joined the European and International Cooperation 
department of the Project Management Agency at the German Aerospace 
Center (PT-DLR) as Senior Scientific Officer in 2010. In this position he 
was in charge of the bilateral co-operation of Germany with India. He 
further monitored and evaluated joint German-Asian/Pacific Research 
Structures in the Asia/Pacific Research Area (Australia, New Zealand, 
China, Japan, Singapore, India, Indonesia, Korea). He has experience 
with EU ACCESS- and INCO-NET-projects with Australia, New Zealand, 
and the Pacific (AUS-Access4EU, Access4EU-NZ, PACE-Net). In these 
projects he has been supporting policy dialogue in research, development 
and innovation. He has fostered international cooperation of researchers 
and SMES from this region in science and technology by tailor-sized 
impact-oriented instruments and direct advice. He has been supporting 
researchers from Europe and South-East Asia in implementing research 
results in climate, environment, resource efficiency and sustainable 
development as part of the SUSTAIN EU-ASEAN project. He has 
experience and success in EU project management and application. Gerd 
holds a PhD in Geography from the University of Bonn. He worked 
several years in Africa (Uganda, Tanzania, Ghana) and Central Asia 
(Uzbekistan, Kirgizstan, Kazakhstan) on capacity development, satellite 
remote sensing and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) algorithms 
for targeting development policies, monitoring land and water parameters, 
and managing natural resources. 
 

Contact: gerd.ruecker@dlr.de 

Setefano, Patea Loli Malo 
 
Samoa Trust Estates Corporation 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 

Professional profile:  
CEO of Samoa Trusts Estates Corporation (STEC). A government state 
owned enterprises that deals with development and management of 
estates of the government and develop agricultural commercial farming 
and products innovative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: patea@stec.ws 
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Sharma, Bibhya 
 
University of the South Pacific 
Faculty of Science Technology and Environment 
Associate Dean, Faculty of Science Technology and 
Environment 
 

Professional profile:  
Bibhya N. Sharma received his PhD in applied mathematics from The 
University of the South Pacific, Fiji, in 2009. He is currently a senior 
lecturer in Mathematics in the Faculty of Science, Technology and 
Environment, University of the South Pacific. He is also the Associate 
Dean of Learning and Teaching in the Science Faculty. His main fields of 
interest are dynamics of nonlinear systems, robotics, biologically inspired 
systems and activities, artificial neural networks and mathematics 
education, especially in the areas of e-learning and m-learning using the 
new technological tools. 
 
 
 

Contact: sharma_b@usp.ac.fj 

Snowdon, Wendy 
 
World Health Organization 
Division of Pacific Technical Support 
Technical Officer - NCDs 
 

Professional profile:  
Dr Snowdon is a Technical officer for NCDs, in the Division of Pacific 
Technical Support of WHO, based in Suva. She was the inaugural co-
ordinator of the Pacific Research Centre for the Prevention of Obesity and 
Non-communicable Diseases (C-POND) based in Suva which was 
established in 2009. Wendy has a PhD from Deakin University, and 
Masters in International Public Health (University of Sydney) and Health 
Promotion (University of London). Trained as a Dietitian (BSc(Hons)) in 
the UK, Wendy has been working in the Pacific Islands since 1998 in the 
fields of health, NCDs and nutrition. Initially based in Chuuk in Micronesia 
with UNICEF, she then worked with the Secretariat of the Pacific 
Community in Noumea in the NCD programme before completing her 
PhD and moving to C-POND. 
 

Contact: snowdonw@wpro.who.int 
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Suhas, Edouard 
 
Institut Louis Malarde 
Non Communicable Diseases 
Researcher 
 

Professional profile: 
The consideration of non-communicable diseases is since these ten last 
years a major concern in French Polynesia. Within the Institute Malardé 
we wanted at first to realize the state of the question by a first study. By 
way of this first study we realized that the question raised more than an 
intergenerational impact with a consequence on the teenagers rather than 
on their parents and the grandparent. Forts of these results, we then 
showed the reversibility or not of this phenomenon by realizing an 
application in a middle school based on eating differently and moving 
more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: esuhas@ilm.pf 

Swinburn, Boyd 
 
University of Auckland 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
Professor of Population Nutrition and Global Health 
 

Professional profile:  
Boyd Swinburn is the Professor of Population Nutrition and Global Health 
at the University of Auckland and Alfred Deakin Professor and Director of 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) Collaborating Centre for Obesity 
Prevention at Deakin University in Melbourne. He trained as a specialist 
endocrinologist and has conducted research in metabolic, clinical and 
public health aspects of obesity. His major research interests are centred 
on community and policy actions to prevent childhood and adolescent 
obesity, and reduce, what he has coined, the ‘obesogenic’ food 
environment. He is Co-Chair of the World Obesity/Policy & Prevention 
(formerly known as IOTF) and was President of the Australia and New 
Zealand Obesity Society (ANZOS) from 2005-7. He has also contributed 
to over 30 WHO consultations and reports on obesity, authored over 300 
publications and given over 400 presentations. Through these efforts he 
is significantly contributing to national and global efforts to reduce the 
obesity epidemic. 
 

Contact: boyd.swinburn@auckland.ac.nz 
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Toba, Thomas 
 
Solomon Islands Government 
Department of Mines, Energy and Rural Electrification 
Chief Geologist 
 

Professional profile:  
Bachelor of Science: Majors: Earth Science & Geography Employed by 
the Public Service of the Solomon Islands Government Main Area of work 
and Focus: Environmental Geoscience 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: thomas@mines.gov.sb 

Tolley, Hilary 
 
University of Auckland 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics, School of Population 
HealthProject Manager, Pacific Monitoring Alliance for 
NCD Action (MANA) 
 

Professional profile:  
Hilary has a BSC in Biological Sciences, and MA and PhD in 
Development Studies. With over ten years research experience in the 
Pacific, and more than twenty years’ experience of development issues in 
general, Hilary has most recently been working with Prof. Boyd Swinburn 
and other Pacific partners as Project Manager for the establishment of a 
Pacific monitoring alliance and accountability platform for NCD action 
(Pacific MANA). Through this work she has gained knowledge and 
understanding of the nature of the NCD crisis in the region and 
appreciation for the considerable challenges faced by many Pacific 
Islands countries and territories in the collection and use of monitoring 
and surveillance data to guide policy and action for NCD control and 
prevention. 
 

Contact: hc.tolley@auckland.ac.nz 
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Tredicce, Jorge 
 
University of New Caledonia 
Professor of Physics 
 
 

Professional profile:  
Academic Appointments: Drexel University – Visiting Professor, Assistant 
Professor, Associate Professor, Professor of Physics, Professor of 
Physics; Universite de Nice – Adjoint Director; Institut Non Lineaire de 
Nice – Director; Universite de Nice-Sophia Antipolis – Professor of 
Physics. Editorial Boards: Editor of the Special Issue on Nonlinear 
Dynamics of Lasers of the Journal of the Optical Society of America; 
Member of the Editorial Board of Optics Communications; Editor 
European Physical Journal D (EPJD) Scientific Advisory Committee. 
Commission de Specialistes 30 section Universite de Nice. Member, 
Evaluation Committee of the Laboratoire de Spectroscopie Hertzienne de 
l'Universite de Lille (France). Member, Scientific Committees: “Physics of 
Coherent Light Sources” CLEO-EQEC 98 Glasgow, Scotland, UK; 
“Nonlinear Periodic Structures and Cavities Nonlinear Guided Waves and 
their Applications, Dijon, France; CLEO-IQEC 2000, Nice France; CLEO-
EQEC 2003, Munich, Germany; CLEO-EQEC 2005, Munich, Germany; 
CLEO-IQEC 2007, Munich, Germany; “Comitee National du CNRS – 
Section 04”. Reviewer for: Journal of the Optical Society of America, 
Optics Communications, Physical Review A, Physical Review E, Physical 
Review Letters, Physica D, Optics Letters, etc. Reviewer of Scientific 
projects for National Science Foundation (USA), CONYCET (Chile), 
Comision de Proyectos de Ciencia y Tecnologia (Spain), National Com. 
of Science (Canada), FONCYT (Argentina) and CINECA (Italy), ANR 
(France), CIFRE (France). 
 

Contact: jorge.tredicce@univ-nc.nc 

Vanualailai, Jito 
 
University of the Souh Pacific 
Research Office 
Director of Reseach 
 

Professional profile: 
Dr Jito Vanualailai obtained his PhD in Applied Mathematics 
(Systems and Control Theory) from Kobe University, Japan, in 1994, after 
which he joined the School of Computing, Information & Mathematical 
Sciences of the University of the South Pacific, Fiji, where he is now an 
Associate Professor of Mathematics. His research interests include 
Stability of Nonlinear Systems, Artificial Neural Networks, Volterra Integro-
differential Systems, Planning Algorithms, and Swarm Intelligence. Dr. 
Vanualailai also holds the substantial position of the Director of Research, 
supporting the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research & International) in the 
development and implementation of initiatives that promote excellence in 
research support services aligned to the University’s strategic research 
objectives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: jito.vanualailai@usp.ac.fj 
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Viliamu, Joan S T 
 
Niue Government 
Premiers Department 
Member of Parliament 
 

Professional profile:  
Member assisting Minister for Social Services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: joan.viliamu@mail.gov.nu 

von Korff, Yorck 
 
Aasivik 
Consultant 
 
 

Professional profile: 
Yorck von Korff (PhD) is a political scientist, certified facilitator (2005), and 
certified mediator (2008). He has worked for more than 14 years in 
facilitation, more than 12 in public stakeholder engagement, and more 
than 8 in conflict resolution. He has published on the co-construction of 
participatory processes. Since October 2014 has begun to work on the 
set up of a new company, Aasivik, in Montpellier and Nantes (France). 
Aasivik offers consultancy and training on group facilitation, conflict 
resolution and stakeholder engagement worldwide.  
See also: www.aasivik.com 
 

Contact: yorck.von-korff@aasivik.fr 
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White, Ian 
 
Australian National University 
Fenner School of Environment and Society 
Emeritus Professor Water Resources 
 

Professional profile: 
Ian White is a hydrologist who has experience in water resource 
management, water resources policy and implementation planning in 
small island countries. He has worked in both surface and groundwater in 
countries with highly variable climates and water quantity and quality 
challenges. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: ian.white@anu.edu.au 

Whitehead, David 
 
Landcare Research 
Chief Scientist 
 

Professional profile:  
Chief Scientist, Landcare Research, Lincoln, New Zealand Principal 
Investigator, New Zealand Agricultural Greenhouse Gas Research Centre 
Research Activities: David studied as an undergraduate at the University 
of York and started his research career in crop physiology at Rothamsted 
Research and the University of London. This led to Post-Doctoral work at 
the University of Edinburgh investigating forest water use in relation to 
wood structure. David moved to New Zealand in 1979 where he 
continued to investigate the processes regulating carbon, water and 
energy exchange in Pinus radiata forests. Subsequently David’s focus 
changed to investigating the response of forest ecosystems to elevated 
carbon dioxide concentration and carbon exchange in indigenous forest 
ecosystems. Most recently, David continues his work on above- and 
below-ground carbon balance in grazed grassland systems, with an 
increasing focus on soil carbon dynamics. David currently leads soil 
carbon research in the New Zealand Agricultural Greenhouse Gas 
Research Centre and, in his role as Chief Scientist at Landcare 
Research, he is responsible for developing science capability across the 
organisation’s diverse portfolio of environmental research. David has co-
authored more than 130 research papers, he has mentored Post Doctoral 
Fellows and PhD students and works at the science/policy interface in 
land use and global change issues. David received a certificate 
acknowledging his contribution to the Nobel Peace Prize for 2007 
awarded to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. David was 
elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society of New Zealand in 2012. 
 

Contact: whiteheadd@landcareresearch.co.nz 
 
 


